
March 24, 2006 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

Teddy Anderson did a native hoop dance performance at Keeler Elementary in  

mid-February, 2006.  The students were very excited about not only his performance, but 

also about the information he provided regarding the Circle of Courage during his 

performance.  Teachers found Teddy to be knowledgeable and respectful towards the 

virtues embedded within the Circle of Courage.   

 

The Administration Team at Keeler Elementary School approached Teddy asking him if 

he would be interested in completing a short term artist residency at Keeler Elementary 

School teaching hoop dancing.  He agreed, and worked the week of March 13
th
 to March 

17
th
, 2006.  Teddy taught every class in the school, including Kindergarten, for their daily 

physical education period helping to complete the dance component of the Physical 

Education Program of Studies.  He also had each student build his/her own hoop.  The 

school paid for the materials, but otherwise Teddy organized materials, and instructed 

students in how to build his/her own hoop for the hoop dancing.  Teddy’s organizational 

skills were incredible, and the program he provided students was motivational for all 

students.  Many of our students have little experience with male role models in an 

elementary school.  Teddy provided a positive young male role for our students.   

 

Teddy is a natural teacher.  He had well paced lessons that varied according to student 

ability.  In addition, his expectations and standards were high.  Although there was 

always a teacher in the gym, Teddy taught the class, and demonstrated good classroom 

management skills.  All students were engaged, even reluctant learners.  Our school’s 

discipline policy is based on the philosophy of the Circle of Courage.  One of the virtues 

is belonging, and each assembly bracelets are given to students who have demonstrated 

the virtues of the circle of courage.  A student nominated Teddy for the Bracelet of 

Belonging, and she presented it to him.  The whole student body cheered, and Teddy was 

both surprised and gracious in accepting the bracelet.  This brought tears to the eyes of 

the teachers, because what Teddy did not know was that when the students had come to 

our school she was a selected mute.  For her to ask to present Teddy with the bracelet, 

and then for her to actually present it to him was a miracle in the eyes of the teacher.  

Teddy’s program gave our students far more than the hoop dancing lessons, it gave them 

hope, because they saw a young person who was succeeding.  It was been a pleasure to 

work with Teddy.   

 

Yours truly, 

 

Glenys Allen-Silovsky 

Assistant Principal  

Keeler Elementary School 

         


